General Assembly Substitute Bill No. 6835

January Session, 2015 e
* HBO0O6835ED APPO33015 *

AN ACT CONCERNING ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 10-17f of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2015):

(a) Annually, the board of education for each local and regional
school district shall ascertain, in accordance with regulations adopted
by the State Board of Education, the eligible students in such school
district and shall classify such students according to their dominant

language.

(b) Whenever it is ascertained that there are in any public school
within a local or regional school district twenty or more eligible
students classified as dominant in any one language other than
English, the board of education of such district shall provide a
program of bilingual education for such eligible students for the school
year next following. Eligible students shall be placed in such program

in accordance with subsection (e) of this section.

(c) On or before July 1, 2000, the State Board of Education, within
available appropriations, shall develop a state English mastery
standard to assess the linguistic and academic progress of students in
programs of bilingual education. On and after September 1, 2000, each
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Substitute Bill No. 6835

local and regional board of education shall assess, annually, the
progress made by each student toward meeting the state standard. If a
student is not making sufficient progress toward meeting the state
standard based on the assessment, the local or regional board of
education shall provide language support services to the student in
consultation with the parent or guardian of the student to allow the
student to meet the state standard. Such services may include, but
need not be limited to, summer school, after-school assistance and
tutoring. If a student meets the state standard based on the assessment,
the student shall leave the program. Each local and regional board of
education shall document on a student's permanent record the date the
student begins in a program of bilingual education and the date and

results of the assessments required pursuant to this subsection.

(d) Each local and regional board of education shall limit the time
an eligible student spends in a program of bilingual education to thirty
months, whether or not such months are consecutive, except that such

time period may be extended in accordance with this section and

summer school and any two-way language programs established
pursuant to subsection (i) of this section shall not be counted. An

eligible student may spend up to an additional thirty months in a

program of bilingual education if (1) the local or regional board of

education responsible for educating such student requests an

extension of such bilingual education for such student to the

Department of Education, or (2) the Department of Education makes a

determination that an extension of such bilingual education for such

student is necessary. The department shall use the standards

developed pursuant to section 5 of this act in determining whether an

extension of a bilingual education program for an eligible student is

necessary. If an eligible student does not meet the English mastery
standard at the end of the initial thirty months or at the end of an

extension of the bilingual education program for such student, the

local or regional board of education shall provide language transition
and academic support services to such student. Such services may

include, but need not be limited to, English as a second language
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programs, sheltered English programs, English immersion programs,

[tutoring and homework assistance, provided such services may not

include a program of bilingual education] or other research-based

language development programs. Families may also receive guidance

from school professionals to help their children make progress in their
native language. If an eligible student enrolls in a secondary school
when the student has fewer than thirty months remaining before
graduation, the local or regional board of education shall assign the
student to an English as a second language program and may provide
intensive services to the student to enable the student to speak, write
and comprehend English by the time the student graduates and to

meet the course requirements for graduation.

(e) Each local and regional board of education shall hold a meeting
with the parents and legal guardians of eligible students to explain the
benefits of the language program options available in the school
district, including an English language immersion program, and any

native language accommodations that may be available for the mastery

examination, administered pursuant to section 10-14n, as amended by

this act. The parents and legal guardians may bring an interpreter or
an advisor to the meeting. If the parent or legal guardian of an eligible
student opts to have such student placed in a program of bilingual
education, the local or regional board of education shall place the child

in such program.

(f) The board of education for each local and regional school district
which is required to provide a program of bilingual education shall
initially endeavor to implement the provisions of subsection (b) of this
section through in-service training for existing certified professional
employees, and thereafter, shall give preference in hiring to such
certified professional employees as are required to maintain the

program.

(g) The State Board of Education shall adopt regulations, in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to establish requirements
for: (1) Such programs, which may be modeled after policy established
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by the Department of Education for bilingual education programs; (2)
local and regional boards of education to integrate bilingual and
English as a second language program faculty in all staff, planning and
curriculum development activities; and (3) all bilingual education
teachers employed by a local or regional board of education, on and
after July 1, 2001, to meet all certification requirements, including
completion of a teacher preparation program approved by the State
Board of Education, or to be certified through an alternate route to

certification program.

(h) Each board of education for a local and regional school district
which is required to provide for the first time a program of bilingual
education shall prepare and submit to the Commissioner of Education
for review a plan to implement such program, in accordance with
regulations adopted by the State Board of Education.

(i) Each local and regional board of education that is required to
provide a program of bilingual education pursuant to this section shall
investigate the feasibility of establishing two-way language programs

starting in kindergarten.

Sec. 2. Section 10-17g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2015):

Annually, the board of education for each local and regional school
district that is required to provide a program of bilingual education,

pursuant to section 10-17f, as amended by this act, may make

application to the State Board of Education and shall thereafter receive
a grant in an amount equal to the product obtained by multiplying the
total appropriation available for such purpose by the ratio which the
number of eligible children in the school district bears to the total
number of such eligible children state-wide. The board of education for
each local and regional school district receiving funds pursuant to this
section shall annually, on or before September first, submit to the State
Board of Education a progress report which shall include (1) measures
of increased educational opportunities for eligible students, including
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language support services and language transition support services
provided to such students, (2) program evaluation and measures of the
effectiveness of its bilingual education and English as a second
language programs, including data on students in bilingual education
programs and students educated exclusively in English as a second
language programs, and (3) certification by the board of education
submitting the report that any funds received pursuant to this section
have been used for the purposes specified. The State Board of
Education shall annually evaluate programs conducted pursuant to

section 10-17f, as amended by this act. For purposes of this section,

measures of the effectiveness of bilingual education and English as a

second language programs include, but need not be limited to, mastery

examination results, under section 10-14n, as amended by this act, and

graduation and school dropout rates. Notwithstanding the provisions
of this section, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2009, to June 30,
2015, inclusive, the amount of grants payable to local or regional
boards of education under this section shall be reduced
proportionately if the total of such grants in such year exceeds the

amount appropriated for such grants for such year.

Sec. 3. Section 10-17j of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2015):

(@) If a local or regional board of education is not able to hire a
sufficient number of certified bilingual education teachers for a school
year, the board of education [may] shall apply to the Commissioner of
Education for permission to use a certified teacher of English as a
second language to fill its need and the commissioner may grant such

request for good cause shown.

(b) The Department of Education shall promote and encourage
teacher exchange programs and provide information to local and
regional boards of education on such programs in order to increase

foreign language proficiency and cultural understanding.

Sec. 4. (Effective from passage) The Department of Education shall
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study the feasibility of using regional educational service centers to
assist local and regional boards of education with a low enrollment of
eligible students under subsection (b) of section 10-17f of the general
statutes, as amended by this act, in the provision of programs of
bilingual education and language transition and academic support
services. Such programs and services may include, but need not be
limited to, English as second language programs, sheltered English
programs, English immersion programs or other research-based
language development programs, as described in section 10-17f of the
general statutes, as amended by this act. Not later than January 1, 2016,
the department shall submit a report on its findings and
recommendations to the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education, in

accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes.

Sec. 5. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2015) Not later than July 1, 2016, the
Department of Education, in consultation with public institutions of
higher education, persons with expertise in bilingual education
programming and bilingual education teachers, shall develop
standards for determining whether an extension of a bilingual
education program is necessary for an eligible student, as described in
section 10-17f of the general statutes, as amended by this act, following
thirty months in such bilingual education program, pursuant to
subsection (d) of section 10-17f of the general statutes, as amended by
this act.

Sec. 6. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2015) Not later than July 1, 2016, the
Department of Education shall provide information to local and
regional boards of education about (1) research-based practices on how
to involve parents and legal guardians of eligible students in the
language acquisition process, and (2) native language accommodations
for students on the state-wide mastery examination, administered
pursuant to section 10-14n of the general statutes, as amended by this
act.

Sec. 7. Subsection (a) of section 10-220a of the general statutes is
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repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2015):

(a) Each local or regional board of education shall provide an in-
service training program for its teachers, administrators and pupil
personnel who hold the initial educator, provisional educator or
professional educator certificate. Such program shall provide such
teachers, administrators and pupil personnel with information on (1)
the nature and the relationship of drugs, as defined in subdivision (17)
of section 21a-240, and alcohol to health and personality development,
and procedures for discouraging their abuse, (2) health and mental
health risk reduction education which includes, but need not be
limited to, the prevention of risk-taking behavior by children and the
relationship of such behavior to substance abuse, pregnancy, sexually
transmitted diseases, including HIV-infection and AIDS, as defined in
section 19a-581, violence, teen dating violence, domestic violence, child
abuse and youth suicide, (3) the growth and development of
exceptional children, including handicapped and gifted and talented
children and children who may require special education, including,
but not limited to, children with attention-deficit hyperactivity
disorder or learning disabilities, and methods for identifying, planning
for and working effectively with special needs children in a regular
classroom, including, but not limited to, implementation of student
individualized education programs, (4) school violence prevention,
conflict resolution, the prevention of and response to youth suicide
and the identification and prevention of and response to bullying, as
defined in subsection (a) of section 10-222d, except that those boards of
education that implement any evidence-based model approach that is
approved by the Department of Education and is consistent with
subsection (d) of section 10-145a, sections 10-222d, 10-222g and 10-
222h, subsection (g) of section 10-233c and sections 1 and 3 of public
act 08-160, shall not be required to provide in-service training on the
identification and prevention of and response to bullying, (5)
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and other emergency life saving

procedures, (6) computer and other information technology as applied
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to student learning and classroom instruction, communications and
data management, (7) the teaching of the language arts, reading and
reading readiness for teachers in grades kindergarten to three,
inclusive, (8) second language acquisition in districts required to
provide a program of bilingual education pursuant to section 10-17f, as

amended by this act, (9) the requirements and obligations of a

mandated reporter, and (10) the teacher evaluation and support
program adopted pursuant to subsection (b) of section 10-151b. Each
local and regional board of education may allow any paraprofessional
or noncertified employee to participate, on a voluntary basis, in any in-
service training program provided pursuant to this section. The State
Board of Education, within available appropriations and utilizing
available materials, shall assist and encourage local and regional
boards of education to include: (A) Holocaust and genocide education
and awareness; (B) the historical events surrounding the Great Famine
in Ireland; (C) African-American history; (D) Puerto Rican history; (E)
Native American history; (F) personal financial management; (G)
domestic violence and teen dating violence; (H) mental health first aid

training; (I) second language acquisition, including, but not limited to,

language development and culturally responsive pedagogy; and [(I)]

(J) topics approved by the state board upon the request of local or
regional boards of education as part of in-service training programs

pursuant to this subsection.

Sec. 8. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2015) The Department of Education
shall annually collect and disaggregate student data on the mastery
examination, conducted pursuant to section 10-14n of the general
statutes, as amended by this act, for students in bilingual education
programs for the purposes of monitoring (1) the academic progress of
students in bilingual education programs, and (2) the quality of
bilingual education programs offered by local and regional boards of
education. Not later than July 1, 2016, and annually thereafter, the
Department of Education shall submit a report on its findings
regarding such student data to the joint standing committee of the

General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education,
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in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general

statutes.

Sec. 9. (Effective July 1, 2015) (a) For the school years commencing
July 1, 2015, and July 1, 2016, the Department of Education, in
consultation with public institutions of higher education and persons
with expertise in language acquisition, shall administer an English
language learner pilot program. The department shall select the
following participants for inclusion in the pilot program: (1) Three
school districts with the highest total number of English language
learner students, (2) the school district with the highest percentage of
English language learner students to total student population, and (3)
a regional educational service center that serves the region with the
greatest need for services and support for English language learner
students. Participants in the pilot program shall develop language
acquisition plans for English language learner students that (A) are
research-based, (B) are developed in consultation with the department,
public institutions of higher education or persons with expertise in
language acquisition, and (C) take into consideration such things as the
size of the school district or region, the characteristics of the English
language learner student population, the geography and demography
of the school district or region, the number of bilingual education

teachers and the native languages of the student population.

(b) The English language learner pilot program established under
this section shall be evaluated by an independent evaluator from an
institution of higher education or a professional evaluator with
expertise in language acquisition. Not later than October 1, 2017, such
evaluation shall be submitted to the Department of Education and the
joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance
of matters relating to education, in accordance with the provisions of
section 11-4a of the general statutes.

Sec. 10. Section 10-14n of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2015):
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(@) As used in this section, "mastery examination" means an
examination or examinations, approved by the State Board of
Education, that measure essential and grade-appropriate skills in

reading, writing, mathematics or science.

(b) (1) For the school year commencing July 1, 2013, and each school
year thereafter, each student enrolled in grades three to eight,
inclusive, and grade ten or eleven in any public school shall, annually,

take a mastery examination in reading, writing and mathematics.

(2) For the school year commencing July 1, 2013, and each school
year thereafter, each student enrolled in grade five, eight, ten or eleven
in any public school shall, annually, in March or April, take a state-

wide mastery examination in science.

(c) Mastery examinations pursuant to subsection (b) of this section
shall be (1) provided by and administered under the supervision of the
State Board of Education, and (2) for the school year commencing July

1, 2017, and each school vear thereafter, offered in the five most

common native languages of eligible students in bilingual education

programs, pursuant to section 10-17f, as amended by this act, taking

such mastery examinations.

(d) The scores on each component of the mastery examination for
each tenth or eleventh grade student may be included on the
permanent record and transcript of each such student who takes such
examination. For each tenth or eleventh grade student who meets or
exceeds the state-wide mastery goal level on any component of the
mastery examination, a certification of having met or exceeded such
goal level shall be made on the permanent record and the transcript of
each such student and such student shall be issued a certificate of
mastery for such component. Each tenth or eleventh grade student
who fails to meet the mastery goal level on each component of said
mastery examination may annually take or retake each such
component at its regular administration until such student scores at or
above each such state-wide mastery goal level or such student
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graduates or reaches age twenty-one.

(e) No public school may require achievement of a satisfactory score
on a mastery examination, or any subsequent retest on a component of

such examination as the sole criterion of promotion or graduation.

(f) For the school yvear commencing July 1, 2015, and each school

yvear thereafter, the scores on each component of the mastery

examination for eligible students in bilingual education programs,

pursuant to section 10-17f, as amended by this act, for less than twenty

consecutive months shall not be used for purposes of calculating the

school performance index, pursuant to section 10-223e, or the district

performance index, pursuant to section 10-262u, as amended by this

act.

Sec. 11. (Effective from passage) Not later than July 1, 2017, the
Department of Education shall develop mastery examinations,
administered pursuant to section 10-14n of the general statutes, as
amended by this act, in the five most common native languages of
eligible students in bilingual education programs, pursuant to section
10-17f of the general statutes, as amended by this act. In developing
such native language mastery examinations, the department shall first
develop a mastery examination in the native language that is most
common among such eligible students and develop subsequent
mastery examinations according the next most common native
language among such eligible students. The department shall give
priority in the development of such mastery examinations to the five

most common native languages of such eligible students.

Sec. 12. Section 10-151b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2015):

(@) The superintendent of each local or regional board of education
shall annually evaluate or cause to be evaluated each teacher, and for
the school year commencing July 1, 2013, and each school year

thereafter, such annual evaluations shall be the teacher evaluation and
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support program adopted pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.
The superintendent may conduct additional formative evaluations
toward producing an annual summative evaluation. An evaluation
pursuant to this subsection shall include, but need not be limited to,
strengths, areas needing improvement, strategies for improvement and
multiple indicators of student academic growth. Claims of failure to
follow the established procedures of such teacher evaluation and
support program shall be subject to the grievance procedure in
collective bargaining agreements negotiated subsequent to July 1, 2004.
In the event that a teacher does not receive a summative evaluation
during the school year, such teacher shall receive a "not rated"
designation for such school year. The superintendent shall report (1)
the status of teacher evaluations to the local or regional board of
education on or before June first of each year, and (2) the status of the
implementation of the teacher evaluation and support program,
including the frequency of evaluations, aggregate evaluation ratings,
the number of teachers who have not been evaluated and other
requirements as determined by the Department of Education, to the
Commissioner of Education on or before June thirtieth of each year.
For purposes of this section, the term "teacher" shall include each
professional employee of a board of education, below the rank of
superintendent, who holds a certificate or permit issued by the State
Board of Education.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, not later
than September 1, 2013, each local and regional board of education
shall adopt and implement a teacher evaluation and support program
that is consistent with the guidelines for a model teacher evaluation
and support program adopted by the State Board of Education,
pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. Such teacher evaluation and
support program shall be developed through mutual agreement
between the local or regional board of education and the professional
development and evaluation committee for the school district,
established pursuant to subsection (b) of section 10-220a. If a local or

regional board of education is unable to develop a teacher evaluation
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and support program through mutual agreement with such
professional development and evaluation committee, then such board
of education and such professional development and evaluation
committee shall consider the model teacher evaluation and support
program adopted by the State Board of Education, pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section, and such board of education may adopt,
through mutual agreement with such professional development and
evaluation committee, such model teacher evaluation and support
program. If a local or regional board of education and the professional
development and evaluation committee are unable to mutually agree
on the adoption of such model teacher evaluation and support
program, then such board of education shall adopt and implement a
teacher evaluation and support program developed by such board of
education, provided such teacher evaluation and support program is
consistent with the guidelines adopted by the State Board of
Education, pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. Each local and
regional board of education may commence implementation of the
teacher evaluation and support program adopted pursuant to this
subsection in accordance with a teacher evaluation and support
program implementation plan adopted pursuant to subsection (d) of
this section.

(c) (1) [On] Subject to the provisions of subsection (e) of this section,
on or before July 1, 2012, the State Board of Education shall adopt, in

consultation with the Performance Evaluation Advisory Council

established pursuant to section 10-151d, guidelines for a model teacher
evaluation and support program. Such guidelines shall include, but
not be limited to, (A) the use of four performance evaluations
designators: Exemplary, proficient, developing and below standard;
(B) the use of multiple indicators of student academic growth and
development in teacher evaluations; (C) methods for assessing student
academic growth and development; (D) a consideration of control
factors tracked by the state-wide public school information system,
pursuant to subsection (c) of section 10-10a, that may influence teacher
performance ratings, including, but not limited to, student
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characteristics, student attendance and student mobility; (E) minimum
requirements for teacher evaluation instruments and procedures,
including scoring systems to determine exemplary, proficient,
developing and below standard ratings; (F) the development and
implementation of periodic training programs regarding the teacher
evaluation and support program to be offered by the local or regional
board of education or regional educational service center for the school
district to teachers who are employed by such local or regional board
of education and whose performance is being evaluated and to
administrators who are employed by such local or regional board of
education and who are conducting performance evaluations; (G) the
provision of professional development services based on the
individual or group of individuals' needs that are identified through
the evaluation process; (H) the creation of individual teacher
improvement and remediation plans for teachers whose performance
is developing or below standard, designed in consultation with such
teacher and his or her exclusive bargaining representative for certified
teachers chosen pursuant to section 10-153b, and that (i) identify
resources, support and other strategies to be provided by the local or
regional board of education to address documented deficiencies, (ii)
indicate a timeline for implementing such resources, support, and
other strategies, in the course of the same school year as the plan is
issued, and (iii) include indicators of success including a summative
rating of proficient or better immediately at the conclusion of the
improvement and remediation plan; (I) opportunities for career
development and professional growth; and (J) a validation procedure
to audit evaluation ratings of exemplary or below standard by the
department or a third-party entity approved by the department.

(2) The State Board of Education shall, following the completion of
the teacher evaluation and support pilot program, pursuant to section
10-151f, and the submission of the study of such pilot program,
pursuant to section 10-151g, review and may revise, as necessary, the
guidelines for a model teacher evaluation and support program and

the model teacher evaluation and support program adopted under this
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subsection.

(d) A local or regional board of education may phase in full
implementation of the teacher evaluation and support program
adopted pursuant to subsection (b) of this section during the school
years commencing July 1, 2013, and July 1, 2014, pursuant to a teacher
evaluation and support program implementation plan adopted by the
State Board of Education, in consultation with the Performance
Evaluation Advisory Council, not later than July 1, 2013. The
Commissioner of Education may waive the provisions of subsection
(b) of this section and the implementation plan provisions of this
subsection for any local or regional board of education that has
expressed an intent, not later than July 1, 2013, to adopt a teacher
evaluation program for which such board requests a waiver in
accordance with this subsection.

(e) Anv teacher performance evaluation conducted under a teacher

evaluation and support program, adopted pursuant to subsection (b)

of this section, shall not include, for purposes of using multiple

indicators of student academic growth and development, any student

performance data on the mastery examination, administered pursuant

to section 10-14n, as amended by this act, of eligible students in

bilingual education programs, pursuant to section 10-17f, as amended

by this act, for less than twenty consecutive months.

Sec. 13. Subsection (d) of section 10-262u of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2015):

(d) The local or regional board of education for a town designated
as an alliance district may apply to the Commissioner of Education, at
such time and in such manner as the commissioner prescribes, to
receive any increase in funds received over the amount the town
received for the prior fiscal year pursuant to subsection (a) of section
10-262i. Applications pursuant to this subsection shall include
objectives and performance targets and a plan that may include, but
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not be limited to, the following: (1) A tiered system of interventions for
the schools under the jurisdiction of such board based on the needs of
such schools, (2) ways to strengthen the foundational programs in
reading, through the intensive reading instruction program pursuant
to section 10-14u, to ensure reading mastery in kindergarten to grade
three, inclusive, with a focus on standards and instruction, proper use
of data, intervention strategies, current information for teachers,
parental engagement, and teacher professional development, (3)
additional learning time, including extended school day or school year
programming administered by school personnel or external partners,
(4) a talent strategy that includes, but is not limited to, teacher and
school leader recruitment and assignment, career ladder policies that
draw upon guidelines for a model teacher evaluation program
adopted by the State Board of Education, pursuant to section 10-151b,
and adopted by each local or regional board of education. Such talent
strategy may include provisions that demonstrate increased ability to
attract, retain, promote and bolster the performance of staff in
accordance with performance evaluation findings and, in the case of
new personnel, other indicators of effectiveness, (5) training for school
leaders and other staff on new teacher evaluation models, (6)
provisions for the cooperation and coordination with early childhood
education providers to ensure alignment with district expectations for
student entry into kindergarten, including funding for an existing local
Head Start program, (7) provisions for the cooperation and
coordination with other governmental and community programs to
ensure that students receive adequate support and wraparound
services, including community school models, (8) provisions for
implementing and furthering state-wide education standards adopted
by the State Board of Education and all activities and initiatives
associated with such standards, (9) provisions for the enhancement of

bilingual education programs, pursuant to section 10-17f, as amended

by this act, or other language acquisition services to English language

learners, and [(9)] (10) any additional categories or goals as determined
by the commissioner. Such plan shall demonstrate collaboration with
key stakeholders, as identified by the commissioner, with the goal of
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achieving efficiencies and the alignment of intent and practice of
current programs with conditional programs identified in this
subsection. The commissioner may (A) require changes in any plan
submitted by a local or regional board of education before the
commissioner approves an application under this subsection, and (B)
permit a local or regional board of education, as part of such plan, to
use a portion of any funds received under this section for the purposes
of paying tuition charged to such board pursuant to subdivision (1) of
subsection (k) of section 10-264! or subsection (b) of section 10-2640.

Sec. 14. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2015) Not later than July 1, 2016,
each regional educational service center shall conduct a survey of
English language learner services and bilingual education programs
provided in the region serviced by the regional educational service
center for the purpose of identifying the need for enhanced or new
English language learner services and bilingual education programs
provided by the regional educational service center. Such survey shall
include, but need not be limited to, (1) an inventory of English
language learner services and bilingual education programs provided
by local and regional boards of education to public school students, (2)
the number of students receiving English language learner services or
enrolled in bilingual education programs provided by a local or
regional board of education, (3) the total cost incurred by each school
district for all such s English language learner services and bilingual
education programs and the cost incurred by each school district for
each such English language learner service and bilingual education
program. Each regional educational service center shall develop and
maintain its own survey procedure and may conduct subsequent

surveys as necessary.

Sec. 15. (Effective from passage) Each regional educational service
center shall study the feasibility of such regional educational service
center providing and administering new English language learner
services and bilingual education programs that are of equal or greater
quality than those currently provided by local or regional boards of
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education in the region serviced by such regional educational service
center. The feasibility study shall (1) identify new and current English
language learner services and bilingual education programs provided
by the regional educational service center, (2) take into account the
areas of need identified in the survey conducted pursuant to section 14
of this act, (3) include a consideration of the infrastructure, planning,
personnel, funding and additional needs required to initiate and
maintain English language learner services and bilingual education
programs provided by the regional educational service center, and (4)
include recommendations for sites for future English language learner
services and bilingual education programs provided by the regional
education service center and a timeline for the implementation of such
English language learner services and bilingual education programs.
Not later than October 1, 2016, each regional educational service center
shall submit such feasibility study to the State Board of Education and
the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matters relating to education, in accordance with the

provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2015 10-17f

Sec. 2 July 1, 2015 10-17g

Sec. 3 July 1, 2015 10-17j

Sec. 4 from passage New section

Sec. 5 July 1, 2015 New section

Sec. 6 July 1, 2015 New section

Sec. 7 July 1, 2015 10-220a(a)

Sec. 8 July 1, 2015 New section

Sec. 9 July 1, 2015 New section

Sec. 10 July 1, 2015 10-14n

Sec. 11 from passage New section

Sec. 12 July 1, 2015 10-151b

Sec. 13 July 1, 2015 10-262u(d)

Sec. 14 July 1, 2015 New section

Sec. 15 from passage New section
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